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EPA Awards Martindale Brightwood Environmental Justice Collaborative and Improving Kids’ Environment $97,840
Groups will address Environmental Health Hazards
INDIANAPOLIS--Officials from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will be in Indianapolis on Wednesday, Oct. 15 to award $97,840 to the Martindale-Brightwood Environmental Justice Collaborative and Improving Kids’ Environment. The event will be 10 a.m. at the former Linder Machine Co. site, 1502 E. 21st St.  (northeast corner of 21st and Sheldon Street).
The Martindale-Brightwood Environmental Justice Collaborative (MBEJC) and Improving Kids’ Environment have been named recipients of a U.S. EPA Community Action for a Renewed Environment grant.  This is the largest grant in the MBJEC’s history, and will bring $97,840 into the community to identify environmental health hazards. The MBEJC has been working since 2004 to address environmental racism and identify parties responsible for causing health hazards in the neighborhood and ensuring remediation occurs.   Improving Kids’ Environment is an Indianapolis-based organization that advocates for children’s environmental health.
The MBEJC also received a $27,000 grant from the United Methodist Church Federation to sponsor a statewide Environmental Justice Conference in March 2009. The conference will provide a forum for participants to gain the knowledge necessary to become their own experts in environmental issues.

“We are committed to improving our health and quality of life in Martindale-Brightwood. We want people in our community to be aware of environmental hazards they may face, especially our children. We also want them to learn how to take action once a problem is identified,” said Mrs. Elizabeth Gore, Chairperson of the MBEJC and Martindale-Brightwood Community Development Corporation Board member. “These grants will help us, and our partners, reach and protect more children.”
 

The U.S. EPA grant will be used for the following:

· Compile and analyze environmental data

· Hold workshops for the community on environmental health topics

· Build organizational capacity to effectively address environmental issues

· Prioritize the most critical environmental health issues

 

The MBEJC has worked collaboratively with the Marion County Health Department, City of Indianapolis Brownfield program and other organizations to bring attention to environmental hazards in the community, including lead contamination from years of industrial activity.  IKE and MBEJC will be partners on the grant that is earmarked for the Martindale-Brightwood community.
 “Knowledge is power,” said Janet McCabe, Executive Director of Improving Kids’ Environment.  “This grant will empower the residents of Martindale-Brightwood to identify the most critical local environmental health problems and give them the tools to really make a difference.”
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