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Here's what's making headlines around the country when it comes to protecting our children from environmental threats:

Scientists Estimate Cost of Air Pollution and Toxic Chemicals on Children's Health 

The cost of conditions like childhood cancer, asthma, autism, lead poisoning and ADHD has been estimated to be $76.6 billion in 2008. Scientists are calling for a three-part plan of action to protect the health of kids and reduce the financial burden associated with air pollution and toxic chemicals. A team of scientists at Mount Sinai School of Medicine calculated the cost of environmental exposure to toxins in children. In a separate article, published in the journal, Health Affairs, George Washington University scientists propose a plan of action to address the public health issue. Learn more by clicking here.
Or, cut and past this link: http://www.emaxhealth.com/1020/environmental-toxins-cost-kids-health-billions-health-dollars
Pediatricians Call for Change in Chemical Safety Laws
The American Academy of Pediatrics has released a new policy statement asking the federal government to redo the country's 35-year-old Toxic Substances Control Act. The pediatricians say we don't know which chemicals are safe and which are health threats, because chemicals don't have to be tested for safety before they're used in consumer products. The pediatricians want chemicals to be tested for safety before they come on the market, the way prescription drugs are now. They also want to see a post-market surveillance system, like there is for medications, so that if health problems do start cropping up, there's a way to monitor them and respond. Most of all, they want the feds to recognize that chemicals may pose very different threats to children than they do to adults. Learn more by clicking here.
Full link: http://www.npr.org/blogs/health/2011/04/25/135704237/pediatricians-to-feds-protect-kids-from-toxic-chemicals?ps=sh_sthdl
Pesticides Shown to Affect IQ of Children
Children exposed in the womb to substantial levels of neurotoxic pesticides have somewhat lower IQs by the time they enter school than do kids with virtually no exposure. A trio of studies screened women for compounds in blood or urine that mark exposure to organophosphate pesticides such as chlorpyrifos, diazinon and malathion. These pesticides were once commonly used in the home and garden and are still used to control pests in the field. Learn more by clicking here.
Full link: http://www.sciencenews.org/view/generic/id/73206/title/Pesticides_tied_to_lower_IQ_in_children
Good Overview of Children's Environmental Health Issues
Interested in learning more about how the environment can affect children's health? The January/February 2011 issue of the Mount Sinai Journal of Medicine contains an excellent overview article and several other specialty articles about children's environmental health. Read the full issue or select articles by clicking here. It's free. 
Full link: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/msj.v78.1/issuetoc
Bed Bug Resources for the Midwest
Bed bug populations are increasing nationwide and their control is difficult, time consuming, and often expensive. An EPA Web page was developed as a resource for residents to learn about this problem, to provide information on their management, including the selection of insecticides and a pest management professional, and tell residents where to file a complaint if an improper pesticide application is suspected. This web site draws primarily from resources developed by EPA Region 5 partners and stakeholders. Go to the site by clicking here.
Full link: http://www.epa.gov/reg5rcra/ptb/pest/r5bedbugs.html
Asthma Grants for Children and Schools
Everyone Breathe: This Asthma Education Grants program is for parents of children with asthma. They are invited to apply to win a $2,500 savings bond for their child's continued education and a $5,000 grant for their child's school to help improve the quality of asthma care and educate students about asthma. Deadline for submission is July 29, 2011. For more information, click here.
Full link: http://www.everyonebreathe.com/asthmaGrants/asthma-education-grants.html
