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Children’s Environmental Health Newsletter June 2011

Monday Blues? Wash them Away with IKE! Please join us on Monday, June 20, for an after-work celebration and fundraiser: Trivia and Taster’s Challenge at the Tomlinson Tap Room in the Indianapolis City Market. You can form a team and compete in a trivia contest and/or take the Taster’s Challenge, testing whether you can match the taste of five Indiana-brewed craft beers with their descriptions. The fun begins at 4:30 p.m., with the Trivia Contest starting at 5:45 p.m. Learn more and register at www.ikecoalition.org/Events or email us at ike@ikecoalition.org. Thanks to our sponsors: Black & Veatch, Engaging Solutions, Hirons & Company, Managed Health Services and Troy Risk.

Using Nuisance Laws to Address Lead Hazards in Rental Properties: Kudos to Indiana Deputy Attorney General Tim Junk for his work on a lead poisoning case in Evansville, which can serve as a template for similar cases across the state. Tim recently spoke to the Lead-Safe and Healthy Homes Task Force about the Vanderburgh County case, where a judge has ordered landlords of an Evansville house to fix lead hazards or be held in contempt of court. The judge also ordered the landlord to pay attorneys' fees in this case. Mr. Junk discussed the use of state nuisance laws to deal with landlords who refuse to address healthy homes issues.

The complaint filed by the Attorney General’s office contained three counts: 

1) An action to protect the environment from significant pollution, impairment or destruction under various state statutes (IC 13-11-2-205(a), IC 13-11-2-42, IC 13-39-2-1, and IC 13-30-1-1)

2) A nuisance count under state statutes alleging that the landlord failed to provide a residence that was safe, clean, and habitable (IC 32-31-8-5) and that whatever is injurious to health or offensive to the senses so as to essentially interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property (IC 32-30-6-6)

3) A count alleging failure to comply with the orders of a local health officer under IC 16-41-20.

After a November 2010 court hearing, the Vanderburgh Circuit Court judge issued a default judgment in favor of the state and county in January 2011. The final judgment requires fixing the property or demolishing it, and requires the defendants to pay the cost of attorney fees. Similar steps could be taken by other city or county attorneys to recoup the costs of pursuing a lead hazard case.

Tim said the documents filed in the Vanderburgh County case were designed so that they could be used by any other county or local government to pursue similar cases against property owners who fail to respond to orders to remediate lead hazards. 

The AG complaint and the Vanderburgh Circuit Court Decision are available on the Task Force website (www.ikecoalition.org/HealthyHomesTaskForce) or at the links below:

· June 2010 Appeals Court Decision
· Vanderburgh County Complaint Filed by AG
· Vanderburgh Circuit Court Decision - January 2011
Lead-Safe Homes: Thanks to the generous support of the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust and other donors, IKE has helped 25 families make their homes lead safe. Since March 2010, IKE’s Lead-Safe Homes Fund supplied $44,147.50 toward remediation costs and helped MCPHD leverage $198,464.71 in U.S. HUD funding to remediate lead hazards for low-income Marion County homeowners. These funds protected 54 children living in these homes, including 36 aged six or younger and 18 between seven and 17. The work also benefited 15 women of child-bearing age. Remediation work included window and door replacement, interior and exterior painting of all wooden surfaces, new siding, scraping old paint and repainting, new window and door frames, siding and soffit repair. 

Environmental Justice in Martindale-Brightwood: Our next meeting in Martindale-Brightwood on June 23 will focus on asthma and air pollution. Martindale-Brightwood neighborhoods have the highest rates for asthma-related emergency department visits in Marion County, a statistic that has caught the attention of both city and state officials. Martindale-Brightwood residents and IKE met with Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard on March 11 to discuss environmental justice issues in neighborhood. Since then, IKE has participated in two planning sessions with city staff, Keep Indianapolis Beautiful and others to develop a more comprehensive illegal dumping enforcement and education program to be piloted in Martindale-Brightwood. During a March 30 “Clean Sweep,” city crews and community service workers removed 110 tons of trash from public and private properties in one day. Neighborhood churches and residents also participated in cleanup efforts during the Great Indy Cleanup on April 16. 

Integrated Pest Management:  IKE’s workshops and educational materials on safer pest management have reached more than 100 school staff from more than 50 school districts in the past year, helping to reduce children’s exposure to pesticides in school buildings. More than 75 people from more than 40 schools attended our March 2 workshop on new school pesticide rules and rodent management. Mooresville Community School Corporation is hosting a full-day IPM training workshop on June 22. 

All Kids Deserve a Sunny Start: With financial support from the Indiana State Department of Health Sunny Start Initiative, IKE developed 10 fact sheets on children’s environmental health for parents and caregivers of young children. The fact sheets have been translated into Spanish and are available at the www.earlychildhoodmeetingplace.org  website.

Children’s Environmental Health News
Bleach Exposure in Child Care Settings: Strategies for Elimination or Reduction Report: In 2008, the San Francisco Asthma Task Force started a pilot project to identify methods for infection control practices that eliminate or reduce child care operator exposure to bleach. The final report and associated materials are available at http://www.rampasthma.org/2011/03/9258/
Housing - The Key to Curing What Ails Us: New research from the Center for Housing Policy suggests that affordable housing can have significant effects on health, especially for children. The group contends that when families have stable housing a number of other things also fall in line. Learn more at this link:
http://www.chicagonow.com/blogs/chicago-muckrakers/2011/05/is-housing-the-key-to-curing-what-ails-us.html?tr=y&auid=8403025
Center for Housing Policy brief, The Impacts of Affordable Housing on

Health: A Research Summary is at

http://www.nhc.org/media/files/Insights_HousingAndHealthBrief.pdf
Air Monitoring: We all know there are not enough air monitors in Indiana. Most rural areas of the state are not monitored at all. The Indiana Department of Environmental Management has announced that the Indiana 2012 Proposed Ambient Air Monitoring Network Plan is available for review and comment via the agency’s website at the following link: http://www.in.gov/idem/5342.htm Information concerning how to direct questions and comments regarding the plan is outlined on page 83 of the document.

ISDH Asthma Program Changes: Welcome to Adrienne Garcia, Cynthia Cunningham and Gail Wright, who have recently joined the ISDH Asthma Prorgram. Adrienne is a Chronic Disease Health Educator and coordinates public education activities that lead to systems, policy, or environmental change with other organizations throughout the state.  Cynthia leads the evaluation of activities related to the Asthma Program, the Asthma State Plan, and the Indiana Joint Asthma Coalition.  Gail serves as the Chronic Disease Communications Specialist, helping to inform and educate the public by assisting with publications, fact sheets, newsletters, etc. 

Asthma Survey: The Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America (AAFA) is conducting two brief online surveys as part of a CDC-funded asthma project in order to better understand the role of certain public health services in regards to asthma.  They are seeking professional insights, observations and opinions. The on-line surveys are completely anonymous.  

If you ARE an in-home visitor  (i.e. you visit client/family in their homes for any reason), click on the following link to take the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TTLVM9L
 If you are NOT an in-home visitor  (i.e. another type of health care professional), click on the following link to take the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TMSYCVC
Public Health and Chemical Exposures: Even though Americans are exposed every day to potentially harmful chemicals, the U.S. government currently does not have in place a comprehensive system to protect the public in such situations. A new “action agenda” is emerging from a two-year national conversation led by government, nonprofit and industry organizations. Available online at http://www.nationalconversation.us/ the explains that “the United States lacks a comprehensive system that fully protects the public’s health from harmful chemical exposures. The recommendations described in this Action Agenda illustrate how we can enhance and continue to build such a system in the United States.” 

National Academy of Science report, "Climate Change, the Indoor Environment and Health"  Despite the considerable research on how climate change may affect public health, the impact of climate change on indoor environments has received relatively little attention. At the request of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Institute of Medicine (IOM) examined the current state of scientific understanding of the effects of climate change on those environments. The IOM concludes that climate change can create indoor environmental problems and outlines specific ways for the EPA, other government organizations, and the private sector to prevent or reduce negative health effects from these problems.  http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=13115
Health Impact Assessment: A Tool for Promoting Health in All Policies Robert Wood Johnson Foundation:  This is one in a series of 10 issue briefs on the social determinants of health. The series began as a product of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Commission to Build a Healthier America and continues as a part of the Foundation’s Vulnerable Populations portfolio. http://www.rwjf.org/files/research/sdohseries2011hia.pdf
