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Share the Vision Meeting

Thursday, September 17, 2009, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Brightwood Library

MINUTES

Those Present: Jeani Jones, Dick Van Frank, Pat Ladd, Philip Hall, Ronald Pyles, Tracy Durham, Ruby Anderson, Amy Harwell, Stephanie Yarian, Chris Harrell, Carl McFarland, Ethel McFarland, Roger Hlavek, Robert Johnson, Lillian Rucker, Susan Hyatt, Bill Bowman, Pam Thevenow, Julie Rhodes, Brooke Denney, Andrea Hurley, Kassi Koehler, Shaina Tuttle.
At 5:50 p.m. Julie Rhodes opened the meeting, asking Mrs. McFarland for an opening prayer. Julie welcomed attendees, had attendees introduce themselves, and went over the agenda for the meeting. Then Julie introduced the first evening speaker.  

Introduction to Stormwater
Bill Bowman, Senior Project Manager for the Indianapolis Department of Public Works,  provided a presentation on stormwater issues. He shared with the community the difference between city responsibility for stormwater problems and private property owner responsibility for problems. He also shared information for reporting stormwater problems through the Mayor’s Action Center either by phone or through the Indy.Gov website. He stressed how many backups are caused by clogged storm drain inlets and when residents take the time to pick up trash, fallen leaves, and clear off debris from the top of inlets, many problems can be eliminated.  He also stressed the importance of reporting problems to the city as that is the only way they are able to identify pipes that are clogged inside the storm sewer or even when pipes have collapsed. Bowman also provided some information about combined sewers, a problem common to older neighborhoods, whereby both the sanitary and storm sewers come together and can overflow sewage into waterways when there are rainstorms. The complete stormwater PowerPoint presentation is available at www.ikecoalition.org/CARE/index.htm. 

The community identified the following areas as major drainage problems:

· 25th & Hillside

· 25th & Rural

· Wheeler & Glen Drive

· Sherman Drive 2700-2800 block

· Hillside south of Bloyd north of 19th Street

· Brouse & 30th

The group then took a short break for the meal, which was provided by Jeani Jones. Since many new people had arrived, Julie asked for introductions of attendees again, then she introduced the next speaker.

Community Environmental Survey

Pam Thevenow, Marion County Health and Hospital Corporation, provided a presentation on the Community Environmental Survey that was conducted by the IUPUI School of Public and Environmental Affairs in the spring of 2009.  The study looked at structural and sanitation conditions in Martindale Brightwood with the purpose of helping formulate a plan to address problem areas.  The study was conducted from the street by student volunteers and evaluated critical structural (such as foundation, siding, roof, windows) and ancillary structural (doors, chimneys, gutters, porches, steps, fences).  The study also evaluated issues such as garbage and weeds. There was a scale for grading each. The results showed that the average critical structural score was FAIR, and the average ancillary structural score was GOOD. It also indicated that garbage and weeds scored GOOD. The study also showed that 18% of structures surveyed were unoccupied. Some of the community members questioned the 18% number, but Pam noted that it was a random sample. The community also suggested they look as what is considered “abandoned” in a different way as many homes are owned by banks and out of state owners. Pam noted the city’s criteria for “abandoned” is vacant (up for rent, just not rented, but taxes current) or abandoned (no one currently owns). The complete PowerPoint presentation is available at www.ikecoalition.org/CARE/index.htm
CARE Decision-Making Process

Jeani Jones reported that the MBEJC Leadership discussed the recommendations from the community on decision-making, determined that prioritizing issues is likely the only vote that will be required, and suggested the following guidance:

· Can have a consensus vote

· Can have a majority vote

· Only Partners can vote

· Must be a Partner prior to the night of voting

· A business gets one vote

· Residents of the neighborhood working at a business can vote as individuals

· Youth must be 16 years or older

· Proxy votes must be in writing and signed

Workshops

Julie reminded the community that as part of the CARE Grant, the community can conduct several in-depth workshops on topics they feel are in need of more than what can be accomplished in the evening Share the Vision meetings.  The community brainstormed ideas for workshops and determined that the following workshops were of interest:

· Brownfields/Vacant and Abandoned Properties

· Urban Gardening (and include books or lists of books available at the public library)

The community agreed that the best time for workshops is Saturday mornings starting at 10 a.m.  Amy Harwell offered to assist in organizing workshops.

It was suggested that Martin University would be a good workshop location. Also, Mr. Hlavek suggested that Martin University could serve as consultants to the community.

Upcoming Meetings

· October 15, Brightwood Library, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
· November 19, Brightwood Library, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
· December 17, Brightwood Library, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
In 2010, meetings move to Washington Park Family Center on the 4th Thursday of each month, beginning Thursday, January 28.
Announcements

Lillian Rucker announced that there will be a Master Gardeners Class on Tuesdays and Thursdays starting September 22 at Seeds of Hope, 2870 Olney.

Ethel McFarland announced that the 1st Tuesday of each month, they hold a Crime meeting and the 4th Tuesday of each month is the Weed & Seed meeting.

Chris Harrell with the City of Indianapolis Brownfields Program announced that next Spring, 1960 Hillside, they will be requesting a phase II of the Smith Building working with the CDC; in addition, the abandoned gas station at 3701 E 25th Street has been generating a lot of complaints and has plans to demolish building.
Next Meeting: The next Share the Vision meeting will be held on October 15 at the Martindale Brightwood Public Library from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
The meeting adjourned 7:35 p.m.
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