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Share the Vision Meeting

Thursday, May 21, 2009, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Brightwood Library

MINUTES

Those Present: Janelle Williams, Jeani Jones, Carmen Helms, Janet McCabe, Julie Rhodes, Tony Knight, Ronald Pyles, Augustine Pemberton, Brad Gentry, Patrick Rohan, Pam Thevenow, Chris Harrell, Dick Van Frank, Ruby Anderson, Carl McFarland, Ethel McFarland, Roger Hlavek, Ruth Hawkins, Bob Gooding, Val Tate, Emmett Harris
At 5:30 p.m. Janelle Williams opened the meeting, having a member of the audience say a prayer and inviting attendees to share in refreshments provided by Jeani Jones.

At 5:45 p.m. Carmel Helms, chair of the MBEJC Leadership Group, welcomed attendees and introduced Julie Rhodes, the facilitator of the CARE project. 
Julie Rhodes introduced herself and her role as facilitator, reviewed the Agenda, and asked the group to provide ideas for meeting etiquette. The group decided on the following meeting ground rules:

1. Speak one at a time

2. Address the issue, not the person.

3. Make sure everyone participates

4. Three then me (don’t dominate, allow others a chance to speak).

5. Don’t interrupt others

6. Show up on time /Respect everyone’s time

7. Remind neighbors about the meetings

8. Speak loudly and clearly so that others can hear

9. Everyone is free to ask questions.

10. Cell phones off/silenced (don’t take calls in the room while meeting is in progress).

11. Raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking.

12. Keep questions and comments brief, to the point and on topic.

13. No sidebar conversations

14. Have fun

15. Come prepared (pen and paper).

The group came up with and agreed to this set of meeting ground rules. 

MBEJC/CARE Project

Janelle Williams and Janet McCabe provided an overview of the MBEJC/CARE Project, including how the MBEJC got started, and the recent EPA grant award for the CARE project.  

Committee Reports

Janelle Williams provided an update on the work of the Communications/Community Engagement Committee, including developing a phone tree, a recycling fact sheet and yard signs to promote the Share the Vision meetings.  

Jeani Jones provided an update on the work of the Policy and Research Committee, including following the grant progress and hiring the facilitator.

Julie Rhodes and Janelle Williams facilitated a discussion whereby attendees were asked to define “Environmental Health”. The following thoughts were presented by audience members:

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES:

Land Issues - 

· Illegal Dumping (MB Community Plan) and littering

· Soil  (needs to be tested, cleaner, enriched; even new soil is not good for growing things)

· Asphalt piles

Noise Pollution – 

· Local industry

· Outsiders into the neighborhood

· Cars

· The interstate

Air Pollution – 

· Open burning

· Traffic

· Industry

· Fire places

· Fine particulate

· Toxic air pollution

Abandon Businesses & Houses

· Public nuisance

· Drugs

Storm Sewers – stopped up or not working, cause flooding and standing water, mosquitoes (retention ponds also a problem)

Chemicals (from industry, in homes, contaminating soil or air or water)

Opportunity to hold the data of environmental effects

HEALTH ISSUES:

· Asthma

· Heavy metal build up (from food, drink, other)

· 2nd hand smoke and Smoking

· Rodents and improper use of pesticides

· Mental health

· Low birth weight

· Metal retardation

· Cancer

· Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD)

· Heart/cardiovascular disease

While the group did not come up with a definition for Environmental Health, many ideas were developed which carried forward to the next section of the meeting, and there was a general agreement that the goal should be to identify the areas where the environmental challenges created the greatest health problems for the neighborhood.

Environmental Health Risks:

Julie Rhodes and Janelle Williams facilitated a discussion on the Environmental Health Risks in the community. The group developed a longer list of community challenges and risks that expanded upon the previous list, including:

ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS:

· High weeds

· Chuckholes

· Senior housing risks – housing safety, ramps, handrails

· Wasted energy (especially for seniors living in homes that are not energy efficient

· Housing code violations/Demolition

· Carbon Monoxide

· Stray animals

· Lack of beautification (trees, bike trails, sidewalks, lighting)

· Blocked alleys (trucks cannot pick up heavy trash)

· Business parking lots (trash overflowing, filthy lots, oily lots)

· Lead contamination (free lead testing of soil)

· Radon

· Brownfields (contaminated industrial properties)

· Groundwater (contamination migrates/moves)

· Drinking water (faucet)

· Incorrect zoning (residential homes zoned industrial)

· No community stores/lack of access to vitamins and healthy food options

HEALTH RISKS:

· Diabetes

· Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)

· Cancers (breast, lung)

· Emphysema

· Misdiagnosis (diet-related problems)

· Heart (heart disease, blood pressure, cholesterol)

· Birth defects

· Obesity

CARE Technical Work:

Patrick Rohan of IWM Consulting shared with attendees their role and asked the group to start thinking about the types of information they believe would be useful to help them make decisions about the project.
Partnership Building:

Julie Rhodes reminded the group how important it is to get more of their neighbors involved in this project so that all issues are presented and considered and so that there is true representation of the Martindale-Brightwood neighborhood.  She asked attendees to tell us who isn’t there that should be, and to be sure and invite all friends, neighbors, business leaders from Martindale-Brightwood.

Next Meeting:

Julie Rhodes reminded attendees that the next Share the Vision meeting will be held on June 18 at the Brightwood Library from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  At that meeting, the group will review the lists, add to it if need be, and begin to narrow the most important issues and risks facing the community.  She also asked that the group start thinking about how this group would address decision-making, and to think about other groups that they have been involved with and what worked well and didn’t work in terms of decision-making processes.
The floor was opened up to announcements. The group was told about the upcoming Faith Walk on Friday, May 22, at 9:00 p.m. at the Great Commission Church of God.
The meeting adjourned 7:30 p.m.

[image: image2.png]