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Share the Vision Meeting

Thursday, June 18, 2009, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Brightwood Library

MINUTES

Those Present: Janelle Williams, Jeani Jones, Janet McCabe, Julie Rhodes, Tony Knight, Patrick Rohan, Chris Harrell, Dick Van Frank, Ruby Anderson, Carl McFarland, Ethel McFarland, Roger Hlavek, Mary Cox, Margaret Millard, Mike Higbee, Robert Johnson, Ruth Hawkins, Amy Harwell, Nancy Buffenbarger, Lillian Rucker, Chun Teo, Rene Mavernas, and Toni Collins
At 5:30 p.m. Janelle Williams opened the meeting, having a member of the audience say a prayer and inviting attendees to share in refreshments provided by Jeani Jones.

At 5:45 p.m. Janelle Williams, serving as chair because Carmen Helm was ill, welcomed attendees, had attendees introduce themselves and introduced Julie Rhodes, the facilitator of the CARE project. 
Julie Rhodes reviewed the Agenda and it was approved without changes by consensus. Julie also reminded attendees of the “etiquette” that the group decided on at the previous meeting.

Committee Reports

Jeani Jones reported on the activities of the Research and Policy Committee, including working with an attorney to create a 501c3 non-profit organization for the group; and scheduling speakers each month to help everyone learn more about the topics of concern. Some of the upcoming speakers will include the director of the HealthNet Clinic to discuss health issues, US Environmental Protection Agency to discuss risks, Indianapolis Department of Public Works to discuss storm sewers, and Indianapolis Department of Metropolitan Development to discuss Brownfields. 

Tony Knight reported on the activities of the Communications and Resident Engagement Committee, including having compiled phone lists and wanting to put together a phone tree for meetings. They are looking for volunteers for the committee and to volunteer to make calls. They are also looking for more people to put signs in their yard to promote the meetings.  It was noted that taking signs down after each meeting and then putting them back up two weeks before the meeting will draw more attention from passersby than just leaving them up all the time.

Environmental Health Definition

Julie explained that the Research and Policy Committee took the information from the last Share the Vision meeting and created a draft definition for Environmental Health.  The proposed definition was: Environmental health and protection refers to protection against environmental factors that may adversely impact physical or mental human health or the ecological balances essential to long-term human health and environmental quality, whether in the natural or man-made environment.
By consensus the group adopted the definition as proposed.

Environmental Health Risks

Julie Rhodes reviewed the list of Environmental Health Challenges that the community had come up with at the previous meeting, which she had categorized. She asked if there were any additions at this time, and there were none. The list will remain on the wall during future meetings to add to, delete from or revise and the group works towards prioritization. 

Decision-making:

While most decisions will be made by consensus of the group, the group will need to find a means for narrowing down and prioritizing the environmental health concerns. Therefore, some means of decision-making in order to see where the greatest interests lie becomes necessary.  The group discussed the following ideas:

Should there be an attendance requirement?  It was suggested that there should be an attendance requirement, such as two of the last three meetings, to ensure that those voting are engaged in the process and have the benefit of the collaborative learning that the group is undertaking. It was also suggested that there should be a way to gauge “participation” as those who are “active” should be able to vote even if they cannot attend meetings, and that would require keeping good records.  The issue of coming up with a way to gauge “participation” was referred to the Research and Policy Committee. 

Who can vote? In order to vote, they should have to be Partners, but at the same time, some Partners that didn’t have an address inside the neighborhood did not feel they should vote. Some felt that only those with addresses in the neighborhood should vote, while others felt that those who lived, worked or worshipped in the neighborhood should be able to vote.  It was also thought that those 16 or older can vote to engage youth; and that as many people that lived at an address that were 16 or older should be able to vote (no household limit). Research and Policy Committee was charged with coming up with a definition for “active participation”. It was also discussed that residents should always be able to vote, even if they haven’t been involved, but others felt that people need to be engaged and vote, but suggested that there might be other ways to keep people up to date through minutes, etc, that would give them adequate information to vote.  The consensus seemed to be that “anyone who is a resident, 16 years or older, can vote, but they have to attend in person or be considered “active”. Each business or institution gets one vote, including churches (however individual worshippers would each have an opportunity to vote on their own behalf if they chose.

To keep people informed, it was suggested that an updated notebook be kept at the Brightwood Library that anyone could review.

Proxy votes?  It was decided that proxy votes should be allowed.  It was again asked that Research and Policy Committee come up with a process for proxy votes.

Number of votes?  It was decided that a simple majority would rule.

How to vote?  People felt that a show of hands over any paper ballot voting would be most comfortable.

Brownfields Basics:
Chris Harrell from the Indianapolis Brownfields Program was introduced. He first introduced a group of people from Architecture for Humanity, who are seeking places to build bus stop shelters. Chris then shared information about brownfields. He indicated that economic development can be hindered by real and perceived contamination of a property or building. It stops being a problem when people stop being concerned about it. Some examples of brownfields in Martindale Brightwood include former gas stations, former dry cleaners, factories and heavy industrial facilities. Polluter is supposed to pay to clean up and therefore, brownfields clean up has a lot to do with liability.

Workshops/Speakers:

Julie Rhodes placed two sheets on the walls and asked that anyone who has ideas about specific topics whereby a workshop could be held to provide more education on a particular environmental health problem, such as the greener home workshop that was done previously.  In addition, she asked if there were ideas about specific issues or speakers to bring to the Share the Vision meetings in an effort to help us learn more about the environmental health issues and assist in decision-making on which issues present the greatest risks. 

Next Meeting:

Julie Rhodes reminded attendees that the next Share the Vision meeting will be held on July 16 at the Oasis of Hope Baptist Church, from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.  At that meeting, the group will review the decision-making processes, and will hear from HealthNet directory Katheryn Caperton, regarding the health challenges that they see in the clinic. 
The floor was opened up to announcements. The group was told about the upcoming Disciples of Christ workshop on August 1, contact Amy for more information at 925-4857; Faith Hope and Love event next Thursday, contact Josephine for more information at 924-8042; Mike Higbee announced that the Project School at 27th and Yandes will have a summit on Wednesday from 5 – 7 pm
The meeting adjourned 7:35 p.m.
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