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Indiana Lead-Safe and Healthy Homes Task Force

Thursday, February 10, 2011 

USDA Rural Development Conference Room

5975 Lakeside Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN

9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Meeting Minutes
1. Introductions



Present:




Laura Gano, Indiana State Department of Health




Margaret Rabe, Indiana State Department of Health




Ellen Bloom, Indiana State Department of Health




Karla Johnson, Marion County Health Department




Jodi Perras, Improving Kids’ Environment




Julie Zimmer, Improving Kids’ Environment



On The Phone:




Maryann Suero, US EPA Region 5




David McCormick, Indiana State Department of Health




Cathy Shaw, Howard County Health Department




Dona Bergman, City of Evansville Department of Sustainability




Ron Norvell, Vanderburgh County Health Department

1. ISDH Update

David McCormick provided updates regarding the Lead Trust Fund, ISDH’s Radon grant, Case Management and Radon Rules, new Legislation (366) that allows for the operation of the RRP Rule in Indiana and Medicaid billing efforts.
2. IKE Update

WFYI Documentary: Jodi Perras announced that changes will be made to the WFYI Documentary.  The new DVD will include two public service announcements, a condensed seven-minute version of the documentary as well as the full documentary.  The goal for completion of the new DVD is early April 2011.

Lead Poisoning Prevention Pamphlets – Draft: Jodi Perras presented four new Lead Poisoning Prevention pamphlet drafts including: 1) Lead Poisoning Prevention: A Guide for Property Owners and Managers in Indiana; 2) Lead Poisoning Prevention: A Guide for Contractors Working in Older Homes; 3) Lead Poisoning Prevention: Your Rights as an Indiana Renter; and 4) Lead Poisoning Prevention: A Guide for Homeowners.  Everyone was asked to review and make comments. 
Lead Laws Manual: Jodi also announced that she is working on updating the Lead Laws Manual through the help of a local law school student.  The last addendum to the manual was in 2008.

Early Childhood Partnership with Sunny Start Program: The Sunny Start Program works to make sure that children are healthy and ready to learn in Kindergarten. Thanks to Andrea Wilkes, IKE has a contract with Sunny Start. It includes working with IDEM, FSSA and others to develop a workshop on children’s environmental health for the Indiana Association for the Education of Young Children conference.  This workshop will consist of a condensed version of what was presented at the 2010 Healthy Homes and Childcare Conference. IKE will also be producing ten different Fact Sheets for that target audience and is looking to develop a report on children’s health in Indiana.

3. Evaluations from 2010 Healthy Homes & Childcare Conference

A summary of the conference evaluations was presented and common themes were notes.  

4. 2011 Conference Dates and Planning Schedule

· Dates: Oct. 5-6

· Location: Marten House
· Discuss Potential Speakers and Topics

· Schedule

· April – Block out tentative schedule

· June – Confirm speakers

· August – Send out publicity/registration link
Based on the evaluations from last year’s conference, we will work to provide recycling bins for the 2011 conference.  IKE will look for volunteers to provide bins as well as the disposal of collected recyclables.  Other ideas included looking at the scheduling of sessions and shortening those sessions that are only being presented by one speaker and having longer sessions for those that are being presented by a panel.

In brainstorming potential speakers and topics, the group decided that a call for presentation topics and abstracts would be sent. We will also solicit poster presentations. Other suggestions included defining “Healthy Homes” and utilizing the CDC’s Seven Principles of a Healthy Home in order to broaden session topics.  Some topics discussed included:

· Poison Control – Medications

· Indoor Air Quality

· Injury Prevention

· Environmental Justice and Health Disparities
· Maternal and Child Health

· Why children are different – discuss very early (in utero) environmental impacts (Maryann Suero recommended contacting Ms. Obot from the Children’s Environmental Health Network as a possible speaker on this topic)

· Things you can do to make a difference/alternatives

· Real Life Stories of Lead Poisoning

· Lead Poisoning and the link to criminal behavior (Cincinnati Children’s study about lead poisoning and juvenile justice system involvement and later adult criminal justice system involvement)

· Urban Garden Initiative – soil testing, what you should plant, how you should plant

· Asthma track – Jodi Perras discussed wanting to design a track that would really gather an audience and referenced INJAC.  Suggestions included expanding the Asthma topic to include Indoor Air Quality and Radon.

Laura Gano also suggested including a list of websites, future conferences and resources that could be included in the 2011 conference folder.

5. 2011 Task Force Meetings: Dates and Topics

The group decided to meet bimonthly. Tentative dates:
· April 14

· June 9

· August 11

· Oct. 5-6 (Conference)

· Dec. 8

Jodi Perras discussed moving the Task Force meeting to every other month and bringing in a guest speaker.  Overall, peopled favored the idea of having a guest speaker.  For the April meeting, it was suggested to bring in an attorney who represented a family impacted by lead poisoning.  For the June meeting, it was suggested to bring in Dr. Gabe Fillipelli from IUPUI to discuss lead and soil topics.  And for August, attendees commented that they would like to learn more about Improving Kids’ Environment, including its work involving outdoor wood boilers, Integrated Pest Management, Environmental Justice and the Sunny Start Program.  Jodi suggested the possibility of pulling statistics about children’s environmental health from the Sunny Start Program to include in the presentation.

6. Open Forum

No other topics were discussed

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 am.

