2011 Healthy Homes and Child Care Conference Evaluations
Plenary Speakers:

Nsedu Obot Witherspoon, Children’s Environmental Health Network

1. It was great to have Nsedu here.

2. I missed the first part of Jodi'sand I wish I hadn't.

3. Every point was with the extend length which is very important to many. As was said, we should have known years back (and it's a shame that poor family income don't know this.

4. Maybe use of hands on equipment, product info and samples

5. Nsedu has great energy & clearly is passionate about children’s health.  The information was great but she needs to slow down a bit so she doesn't trip over her words as much.

6. Makes you really think about your actions & how it affects health & environment

7. Great Job!  Very informative

8. Very informative - The speaker was engaging.  Did I enjoyed her passion.

9. Liked that Nsedu Obot Witherspoon correlated with daycare - wasn't boring, was informative!

10. great overview

11. Great speaker

12. Really enjoyed HER and her topic

13. did not attend  10/5 sessions

14. Wonderful speaker, great information

15. Plenary session VERY long though - esp. Ms. Witherspoon. Could be condensed. :)

16. great overview of many issues

17. Going to use both presentations to aid in furthering our Healthy Homes agenda.

18. Great speaker #2 because my knowledge is lacking. Lot of info - missed contact info, will refer to website.

19. Excellent speaker

20. Glad to learn of this resource. Please advocate for home & center daycares in Northwest Indiana.

21. Excellent presentation

22. Excellent Presentation

23. Excellent!

Sara Snow, TV Personality and Green Living Expert

1. Interesting

2. She was great. I think we can all do some of the things she recommended. Eye-opening.

3. Sara was wonderful. What a great plenary session

4. With so many licensed child care center employees in the audience, I'm worried that they left this presentation thinking not to use bleach as they are required by law to do, especially during outbreaks.

5. A very thoughtful speaker on healthy living.

6. lots of great ideas!

7. Good speaker - informative

8. WOW - FANTASTIC!

9. Not all info completely true i.e. plants cleaning the air; also not acknowledge trade offs

10. She was wonderful and gave helpful information.

11. Great presentation.  Helpful information. Sara made green living seem relistic and cost effective, not an overwhelming or expensive process.

12. SHE WAS WONDERFUL!

13. Amazing :>  Excellent :>

14. A nice and engaging review of the info presented throughout the conference

15. Great Speaker!!

16. She was Great!

17. Awesome - very good & practical

18. Great Speaker, Great ideas Funny and interesting

19. Awesome

20. excellent presentation

21. Awesome! More like this please.

22. I already knew most of this but others probably found this engaging. She was very broad with topics while staying within HH topics.

23. Excellent, motivating

24. Very informative, good and practical tips

25. Enjoyed!

26. She was excellent and entertaining

27. terrific!

28. Good information

29. Very opinionated. Many of the new ideas are what I grew up using them by necessity and common sense. I would guess younger members of audience may have benefited more than I from this offering.

30. I'm buying her book for all my "environmentalist" friends! Wish she could of brought books with her to sign.

31. Great information, inspiring.

32. Great presentations. However some things not practical for lower income people or even middle class such as organic foods.

33. LOVED HER! Very good speaker ... gave lots of good ideas. I wished her book was available to buy.

34. Enjoyed this speaker, was very precise; explained closely what her topic was about.

35. Awesome! Loved tips. Will share with families I serve and make a few changes myself. Use info in news letters

36. Very energetic speaker

37. Excellent session - I'm inspired

38. Great Ideas for the home.  Nice presentation.

39. Missed it - sorry

40. Great!

Tim Junk, Attorney General’s Office

1. Tim Junk's information was most important. What kind of justice is available for the problem of lead. I hope this presentation is on the CD. Never mind, I hear it will be on the website.

2. I don't see how these items can be used to help the families I serve - Maybe a workshop on "how child care providers can advocate for families or send families to the right agency for help.  Maybe it is just me.  Another provider had a question that related to me.

3. Great information

4. I know the topics are about home but mention something about daycares.

5. Helpful information

6. Both speakers did a great job!  Just didn't feel they pertain to me.

7. Not totally in my sphere but interesting information - Thankful for those fighting for children

8. I like that Jodi was able to pull daycares into the conversation at the end of the session

9. Please offer the 2-Day Healthy Homes Course next year, pre-conference. Both speakers were excellent. You should repeat this session next year.

10. Good to know legal process has improved.

11. Very informative

12. Very interesting.

13. Very interesting. Two of my 3 kids have soccer injuries which resulted in ER visit for one and surgure for the other. No leg injuries though. Good Luck next year!

14. I'm going to have my home tested.

15. Good information!!

16. Dry, but informative and interesting. Both presenters used a sense of humor and answered questions great.

17. Helpful with own local problem relating to healthy environment of child care centers.

18. Very interesting subject matter.
19. Information very useful to my position in helping families that I serve.

Julie Morris, U.S. EPA

1. Could not find objectives

2. Seemed very professional. This is not my area, so I'm not a good judge.

3. I am not really sure what she was talking about, I am not real familiar w/ subject.

4. Interesting information

5. A little dry but good info

6. Same as previous - just a difficult time period - needs to be a more active session right after lunch.

7. This was important to me because of my plans for a childcare ministry.

8. Extremely non informative

9. Good information provided.

10. Too much reading from PowerPoint
11. Need to determine who my representatives & senator are!!!

12. Just not applicable to me but it was very dry.

13. Not related to my field at this time (not a good time after lunch sleepy).  Speaker’s monotone voice.

14. used umm...way to much.
17. Specific things you liked about the conference.


Answered question
84
84

Skipped question
36
36

1. I like the inclusion of the childcare component and the healthy homes approach.


2. Combination of plenary and breakout sessions.



3. Kept to the schedule. Great venue. Having the eval form thru out the conference helped. Good eval form design.



4. I enjoyed the variety of attendees--county/state government along side general public/children providers.

5. Food was good.



6. The caliber and variety of presentations was the best ever. Really enjoyed Sara Snow. All presenters very good & helpful. Feel like I gained a lot this year.



7. The topics; very good information



8. Facility and food were good.



9. Choice of speakers, topics,room ameneties (chairs, tables, water, mints, etc.) and food choices/meals

10. Good mix of environmental health topics not just lead.

11. I liked the CD with the Powerpoints. I thought the handouts was very useful, well organized, and easy to use. All the presentation parts of the conference fit well together and felt efficient and tightly organized.

12. I would not change anything from what I have learned

13. I learned a lot of information I can return with.  I definately enjoyed the child care track.

14. Rooms for each track were near or same room.  Most sessions were 50 -60 minutes - good length.  Very knowledgeable speakers

15. Good facility.  Good schedule. Good food. Good variety of topics

16. This year more child care information was available.  Thank you for that.

17. That lunch was provided

18. Topics, auditorium, (unreadable), great speakers

19. All

20. Well organized, variety of opportunities, good food & length was appropriate.

21. Speakers made their presentations lively - yet informative

22. The Education of lead poisoning was very explanatory

23. Lost of information

24. Hoarding presentation; like having different tracks

25. Food , the best!

26. Loved the speaker Sara Snow; good variety of classes

27. Vendors, variety of sessions, keynote speakers, environment

28. Nice presentation of materials - packets, handouts

29. I enjoyed the flow of the conference

30. The meals, silent auction, and some of the topics

31. I liked learning about a variety of topics.

32. I really liked the sessions that were directly related to childcare providers.

33. Food was wonderful.  Everyone is so helpful & friendly.  Lots of great information.  I've learned even more this year.

34. Length and variety of sessions.  Organization & format.  Scholarships from Duke Energy.

35. Speakers were very good.

36. Flow of topics - is was easy to get a lot of good information in a specific topic area.  The speakers were great.

37. I liked that there were child care oriented sessions.

38. "Very organized. 

39. Friendly"

40. All the information was very informative!  I am so glad I got to experience this & hope to be able to return.

41. Great variety. Wonderful meals & snacks. Well organized

42. I appreciated that so many topics were geared toward childcare.

43. Topics, location of conference center, rooms easy to find

44. Most sessions were informative.  The facility was very nice.  Really enjoyed the guest speakers.  Food was good.  Nice to have baskets to bid on and door prizes.  Great that it was Free!

45. "1.  Variety of topics but still centered around a general theme.

2. Meeting rooms were comfortable; speakers stayed on task and finished on time."

46. Food was excellent.  Break Outs were really good on child care.

47. Wonderful information. Great opportunity to Network. Mr. McCormick was very entertaining :)

48. Turning trash into toys

"Good information during sessions! 

49. Yummy food!"

50. Gave good information to give out to families.

51. Information to share with families of Head Start regarding bed bugs; living green information and the general variety of topics-hard to choose which to sit in on.

52. Addressed issues I was concerned about and speakers

53. Very nice conference overall. First time here and received a lot of good information.

54. Networking

55. Good pace

56. Keep It Safe presentation was excellent.

57. Diversity of topics

58. Good, informative sessions.

59. Choice of multiple breakout session and knowlegable speakers

60. Healthy Home track was great!

61. Great networking opportunities

62. Better participation than last year.

63. I liked having options for each session. The sessions were all a good length of time.

64. Good topics!

65. Good topics and knowlegable speakers

66. Wide variety of topics & sessions.

67. more healthy homes

68. a lot of good information

69. time frames for sections perfect

70. Location was very nice. Variety of breakout sessions was great.

71. The four different tracks were great! Really enjoyed the Daycare tract & HH tract. I can't say enough good about daycare tract!

72. Many topics to choose and attend. Good updates were provided. Date set was good!

73. The conference was different than the types of conference I typically attend (early childhood). These sessions helped broaden my outlook.

74. Well-organized conference

75. There was much discussion surrounding laws and how they relate & can help based on situation. Wide variety of speakers.

76. Addition of Healthy Homes related subject matter and inclusion of childcare providers.

77. David McCormick always great to listen to.

78. Good mix of programming.

79. Lunch was good. Sara Snow - Awesome!

80. Offered many aspects of improvements being offered for children and need home living aspects.

81. A lot of good info

82. Length of sessions was perfect - not too long or short - enough information shared.

83. Great workshops.  Good accommodations, very comfortable.  Good food.

84. I liked most of the subject matter of the sessions that I picked to go to.

85. I like the location.  Everything was well organized and accessible.  I like being able to stay at the same place as the conference, since I have to travel from out of the area.

18. Specific things you did NOT like about the conference.


Answered question

58
58

Skipped question

62
62

1. We like lunch to be a full hour. Felt rushed to eat and make it to the next plenary session.



2. While I appreciate a tight schedule, a little more break/lunch/transition time would be appreciated too, even if only an additional 5 minutes would be nice.


3. I miss having printouts of presenter's slides. I know it's for conservation. A possible solution is to provide slides prior to conference so attendees could print them as needed.



4. The lunch lines were long.



5. Heat in auditorium was awful. Avoided it for breakouts. Was sad because really wanted to attend but too hot.



6. The refreshments--cookies, brownies, candy bars, chips n dip, pop!! There is a weight problem in this country. Some healthy choices should have been offered.


7. The lunches were quite good but I think the dinners could have been better directed. It seemed over attended on Wed. and underattended on Thurs.



8. Not a lot of hands-on activity for child care education.



9. I enjoyed all aspects of the conference.

10. The plenary sessions did not appeal to me as a child care provider

11. Lunch was rushed

12. There was no outdoor signage eg. where to enter building.  Space handicap parking.  Signage inside building eg. directory or person manning desk to answer questions, directions

13. Maybe a little more time between sessions!!!

14. Something were repeated several times in sessions

15. Food could have been served for a longer period of time.

16. Food quality not as good as past years

17. No coffee in the late p.m.

18. Make sure the speakers are knowledgable about their topic and capable of answering most questions.

19. NA

20. It seemed like some of the information in the plenary sessions were very similar to inforamtion given in breakout sessions.

21. Nothing

22. None.

23. The second day was a little too long

24. Nothing I can think of.

25. 45 min - rush to eat lunch

26. Honestly there was NOT anything I didn't enjoy!

27. 45 m in for lunch - maybe should be 1 hr.

28. It is so much information - but it would be nice to be 3 days

29. The drive.

30. Nothing

31. While I understand you are reaching a diverse group the Thursday autitorium speakers - while important were, no offense, a bit boring.

32. 10/4/11 - afternoon plenary - presenter unrealistic about poor population.  Good points and enjoyed bert (unreadable) more fitted for families w/ money, but cleaners was possible.

33. Not enough topics for home visitors

34. Nothing :)

35. The O'Meara Room.  A little bit of overload on lead info.  I understand the importance but it got to be a little much.

36. Sessions not offered more than once. Would have been great to be able to catch a session (not able to sometimes) on day 2 or afternoon of day 1.

37. Food on 1st day wasn't very good, especially lasagna. Second day wasn't great either.

38. none

39. Some overlap in topics and presentaion content.

40. Should be more than 5 minutes between sessions - at least 10.

41. Hotel choice, rooms not clean & unprofessional hotel staff.

42. A lot of duplicative topics from years past. Try to introduce as much new material as possible.

43. Several presenters have bery similar introduction of facts- repeating what the previous speaker said. Some really good sessions could have been longer.

44. Authors shamelessly plugging their books.

45. Smaller cookies

46. I was not interested in the daycare aspects of conference.

47. Long lines in lunch room - not much time in between sessions. More notepaper needed!

48. none

49. Cold rooms

50. Exhibitors one location

51. Most topics too basic for people who are not new to the field.

52. Hotel not the best

53. I can't think of anything not warranting anything but praise.

54. Everything was good!

55. Waiting in line for lunch.  Participants should be encouraged to find a seat then tables could be directed in an orderly fashion.

56. Keynote speakers were very dry and monotoned.

57. Nothing at this time.

58. No handouts. Now PowerPoint notes to follow.

19. Specific improvements you would like to see in the conference.


Answered question

47
47

Skipped question

73
73

1. A one page sheet with resources listed with agency names/websites would be helpful. Federal/state/county roles and how they do or do not work together. What are other states /countries doing to address these issues? Best practices?


2. Some of the color background on some of the slides made the slides difficult to read.



3. Need more time between presentations. No time to use bathroom, get drink or network.



4. Able to check out when the conference is over.



5. The speakers could be done during lunch



6. Being able to make some of the "green" products - stretch exercise plenary session.



7. The lunch was great, but the time allowed was not adequate.  Perhaps an hour would be better

8. More displays both for written materials and opportunity to talk with staff from various agencies



9. The keynote/plenary sessions could have more that interests/involves child care.

10. I think it was done well, very organized.

11. Conference packet mailed to registrants prior to conference

12. Maybe have the salads & dressing on the table so you only have to carry 1 plate.

13. Several presentations covered similar topics; Maybe more specific direction to presenters to go beyond the basics.

14. See #2 answer

15. Would like resource list with website information

16. More interaction with vendors/booth (set time aside for this)

17. I would like to see more topics related to childcare safety

18. I loved the location.

19. Nothing

20. Please remind people to share their conversations outside of sessions.  All but 2 sessions, people were rudely talking ( and some even giggling) about nonconference related topics.  I tried harshly glaring, but was ignored.

21. Keep it the same way, change nothing.

22. None

23. Make lunch 1 hr.  Everything else was great!

24. No improvements needed everything was GREAT so glad I could get a grant to be able to attend.

25. The best topics weren't long enough and it is hard choosing between topics - maybe information can be provided for all like your child with the DVD.

26. More or different classes for child care facilities

27. Excellent a lot better than last year :>

28. More topics for early head start, lower income family.  Less child care only classes.

29. More Vendors

30. More topics for early childhood home visitors

31. More vendors

32. Info on helping families learn to deal with, clean & protect from lice, mice, bedbugs, etc.

33. See above

34. More asthma specific (good information)

35. New topics for childcare track, most are same as last year.

36. This was my first conference for Healthy Homes and Childcare so I can't suggest anything this time.

37. Longer sessions.

38. See above

39. Longer lunch break- people had to eat fast & no time for walk or movement- long day of sitting with 3-hour drive time.

40. What if the fundraiser for Bruce was the first night of the conference?

41. Thumb drive would be beneficial to many attending. CDrom not compatible w/ our computers.

42. none

43. None, great work

44. Use other IN speakers besides Marion County

45. More sessions for home-visitors

46. Keynote speakers to speak on subject matters that apply to all parties attending.

47. A little more time for breaks./ VCP - Voluntary Certitication Program - if child care programs are involved in the conference, identifying those programs in VCP or/and on Paths to Quality.
20. Is there anything you would like to add regarding the facility or meeting rooms?


Answered question
46
46

Skipped question
74
74

1. Good facility



2. The lunch lines were long.



3. Other meeting rooms good temp, good seating, plenty of room, meals good. Would like breakfast first day so we don't have to go out. But all food was great, grateful for ice water.



4. Alll seemed adequate. The only thing would be to take questions in a mre organized way. As it was, many questions were inaudible as the microphone couldn't get to all the questions in time.



5. They were great - more air conditioning.



6. Very nice!!  Hotel hallway had a bad odor bur room was good.



7. No



8. Not @ this time



9. No, the facilities were awesome!! :)

10. Nice facility & meeting rooms

11. Always enjoy the ocnference

12. I liked the facility/meeting rooms

13. NA

14. No

15. No

16. We talked a lot about IAQ and there were air fresheners all over the facility!

17. Meeting rooms were very comfortable.  Had some issues with my overnight room but over all the facility was nice.

18. Auditorium go cold w/ fewer people

19. No!

20. 2 pitchers of water.  One at each end.

21. No

22. Wonderful Facility :)

23. Liked the Auditorium

24. Very comfortable

25. Location was good

26. Nice facility with good food

27. Nothing I can think of.

28. See #18

29. Facility is nice and easy to navigate.

30. Overall great conference. food was excellent. Topics important would have liked tables in classrooms.

31. The facility is very comfortable and that really makes an impact on how focused you can stay on the different sessions.

32. getting crowded. good location

33. The U.S. flag should be displayed to the right of the speaker and left of the audience. Please correct this next year! What really surprises me is that the Surgeon General and the U.S. senator didn"t correct it.

34. decrease temp/cold even with a jacket

35. The hotel needs to be more "green". Healthier snacks and recycling + encourage "no cleaning/limited cleaning of rooms".

36. Rooms too cold

37. Some meeting rooms very cold, others warm, otherwise, facility is clean & comfortable.

38. I enjoyed the entire conference and the speakers were absolutely wonderful. Great job!

39. none

40. Heat! Have wider variety of drinks available throughout the day.

41. No, perfect

42. no

43. Nice facility.

44. No

45. Very nice facility - nice accommodations & food

46. On 10-16-11, Rooms 1-2 were freezing. Therefore, I left the healthy homes session.

22. Suggestions for future topics:


Answered question
34
34

Skipped question
86
86

1. I'm fairly new to housing/healthy homes community so an overview of key players, agencies, resources, and initiatives would be nice. How do health depts. interact with case workers? What is the health dept. responsible for? What initiatives are in place?



2. How these programs are evaluated--ex. counties that receive lead and HH $--what data do they track and how do they measure effectiveness of the work?



3. Use of videos - kids views on these programs that are utilized in their centers would be great.



4. Great conference!



5. What can be done to make a childcare center "healthier" for children.



6. How to advocate for our field.



7. Keep adding childcare topics :)



8. Keep including child care.  One of the best conferences I have attended and I have attended many.



9. I am an Early Head Start Home Visitor/Family Support Specialists, and some sessions coincided with my job very well but some are not.  Maybe add a few mor es sessions related to this field.

10. Administration Trade - for challengin  (unreadable)

11. N/A

12. Thank you for the scholarships!

13. Continue child care related topics.  One of the best conferences I have attended!!

14. "Bed bugs

15. *What do you mean about Art Materials that are marked Non-toxic & may not be non-toxic"

16. Since daycares are now included it would have been nice to have information on starting a daycare, filling out the pw ie or a dvd with information.  Maybe you can also have all topics pertaining to daycare in the same area not in different places (ex. - lead rules update in one room and emergency action planning in another room.  A daycare provider need both.

17. Sick children & how to handle difficult parents

18. More to do with safety and sanitation

19. Child Care - Allergy the asthma touched it a little, but it seems like - mold, outdoor, indoor, environmental things are making kids sick - what to do w/and about that.

20. More ideas for healthy homes on a tight budget.  More in depth less vague, times don't allow much but an overview.

21. Heating oil tanks in older homes; well water safety and issues; cleaning sewer backups

22. Since I missed day 1, I'm not sure if it was covered, but more information about testing for lead and other contaminants from a technical standpoint.

23. Food additions/preservatives in more depth. More indepth discussion of endocrin/ infection issues related to antibiotics, hormones & preservatives/additions in the food.

24. Grant available, grant writing?      Please note: Attended National Healthy Homes Conference- This one is much more engaging and just as interesting!!!

25. If 75 BLL is mandatory to follow up a potential lead poisoned child, new guidelines (if CDC approves this level for followup in future).

26. Low cost/No cost interim controls and cleaning techniques that can be taught to clients

27. "current research in Pb/environmental issues.

28. MHE training very interesting- more training-> sign me up!!"

29. Secondhand smoke protection through comprehensive tobacoo free ordinances and laws.

30. Healthy homes specialist course

31. I think people would appreciate speakers from DCS - (child welfare) to speak.

32. Maybe something along the lines of simple home safety & health in regards to very low income / families in poverty.

33. "Playground safety/child care

34. Outdoor hazards / child care plants, trees, insects, etc. etc.

35. Importance of sunscreen for children at centers.  Recommendations for use & type"

36. How child care facilities can get involved and advocate for health and safety for children.

37. As a child care director - I appreciate the CD & DVD materials.  Maybe a way to lead a parent workshop - how to get the info to the parents in a half hour meeting, etc.  I appreciate the Bed Bug info - gross but needful into - Thanks!

38. Since it was my first time, I can say that I learned a great deal about lead that I can take back to my families. There was an abundance of it.

