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About Improving Kids’ Environment



 

IKE is a non-profit advocacy organization 
that works to reduce and remove 
environmental threats to children’s health 
so they can succeed 



 

Our mission is to:


 

identify environmental threats to children



 

ensure parents and others have access to 
accurate information about threats & how to 
prevent them



 

work with others to remove, reduce and 
communicate recognized, serious threats



3

Factors that Shape our Health

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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Housing Conditions Shape Health
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Learning Conditions Shape Health



 
One-half of nation's 115,000 

schools have problems linked 

to indoor air quality 

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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Where Does Good Health Come From?



 
Stop thinking of health as something we get at the 

doctor’s office. 



 
Health starts in our families, in our schools and 

workplaces, in our playgrounds and parks, and in the air 

we breathe and the water we drink. 



 
The more you see the problem of health this way, the 

more opportunities you have to improve it. 

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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How Policies Can Impact Health

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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IKE’s Priorities



 
Lead paint and lead poisoning



 
Pesticides at school and home



 
Air pollution and asthma triggers



 
Healthy Communities
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Lead-Safe & Healthy Homes Task Force



 
Healthy homes advocates, housing professionals, and 
state and local government professionals 



 
Working to improve the condition of housing and 
children's environmental health in Indiana



 
Annual conference, awards, education, advocacy



 
2011-12 Focus: Child care training & legal barriers to 
healthy homes programs



 
www.ikecoalition.org/HealthyHomesTaskForce
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Lead 
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IKE Lead-Safe Homes Fund


 
Thanks to Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust and other 

generous donors, IKE worked with Marion County Health 

Department to help 25 Indianapolis homes become lead-

 safe in 2010-11



 
Protected 36 children (age 0-6) 

who live in these homes and 

38 children who are frequent visitors 



13

Before After
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IKE’s Priorities



 
Lead paint and lead poisoning



 
Pesticides at school and home



 
Air pollution and asthma triggers



 
Healthy Communities & Healthy Child Care
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Drawings of a Person

Source: Guillette, 1998

Pesticide Free Pesticide Exposed
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IKE Pesticide-related Activities



 
IKE promotes integrated pest management 

(IPM) for schools and child care facilities, 

using chemical pesticides as a last resort

Advocacy: New rules on pesticide use in schools 

Advocacy: Encourage enforcement of rules for schools, 

retailers, crop dusters, etc.

Education: Indiana IPM Schools Coalition
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Bed Bugs!



 
Highly resistant to most pesticides



 
Hitchhike on clothing, luggage, 

backpacks, purses, etc.



 
Attempts to treat with over-the-

 counter remedies are ineffective at 

best, harmful & dangerous at worst



 
Prevention and education are key
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schools

dorms

Your house!
County library?
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IKE’s Priorities



 
Lead paint and lead poisoning



 
Pesticides at school and home



 
Air pollution and asthma triggers



 
Healthy Communities & Healthy Child Care
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Air Pollution & Asthma Triggers


 
Asthma is leading chronic disease among children

More than 150,000 Indiana children have asthma



 
IKE programs to improve air quality 

Advocacy on Indiana outdoor 
wood boiler rule

Advocacy on School Indoor 
Air Quality Rule

2011 Environmental Health Summit: Indiana’s Air Quality

Smart Schools Don’t Idle

Sources: ISDH and Indiana Joint Asthma Coalition, 2008; Freeman, Schneider, & McGarvey, 2003. 
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IKE’s Priorities



 
Lead paint and lead poisoning



 
Pesticides at school and home



 
Air pollution and asthma triggers



 
Healthy communities
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

 

Zip codes with the 
highest number of 
Asthma Emergency 
Department visits in 
Marion County. 



 

Downwind from 
power plants, 
industry, I-65 & I-70 
intersect



 

Other healthy home 
& healthcare issues
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Martindale Brightwood Environmental 
Justice Collaborative
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Partnership with ISDH Sunny Start



 
Distributing more than 1,000 lead DVDs with 
study guide & educational resources to Head 
Start and childcare facilities



 
Fact sheets on children’s environmental 
health issues in English and Spanish 
(earlychildhoodmeetingplace.org)



 
Children’s Environmental Health Report 
(2012)



25

Health Begins Where We Live, Learn, Work & Play



 
Scientists have found that the conditions in which we 
live and work have an enormous impact on our health, 
long before we ever see 
a doctor. 



 
It’s time we expand the 
way we think about health 
to include how to keep it, 
not just how to get it back. 

Source: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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Enjoy the 
2011 Healthy Homes and 
Child Care Conference!



 
Learn a lot



 
Take information back home



 
Make a difference in a child’s life
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Contact Info


 
Jodi Perras, IKE Executive Director

317-677-4760, jperras@ikecoalition.org



 
Become a fan of Improving Kids’

 
Environment 

on Facebook



 
Follow us on Twitter (@ikecoalition)



 
Join our mailing list to receive IKE’s

 
newsletter 

(www.ikecoalition.org)

mailto:jperras@ikecoalition.org
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