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Smart Schools Don’t Idle Quiz

Teachers’ Copy

1. TRUE or FALSE:  Idling is good for your car because it warms up your engine and keeps it warm.  


FALSE:  Idling is actually hard on an engine because fuel does not undergo complete 
combustion, which hurts parts of the car’s engine.

2. TRUE  or  FALSE:  Idling wastes fuel and money and negatively affects the environment.


TRUE:  Idling wastes money.  When you idle, your car burns fuel while your car does not 
move; you are getting ZERO miles per gallon of fuel.  Idling is also hard on the environment 
because cars create air pollution when they are running.  

3. TRUE  or  FALSE:  Idling is needed on cold winter days to ensure that all of the vehicle’s parts are warm enough to operate properly.  


FALSE:  You need to idle no more than 30 seconds to get the oil circulating through the 
engine.  Many components of the vehicle will only warm up when the vehicle is moving. 

4. TRUE  or  FALSE:  The best way to warm up a vehicle is to drive it.  


TRUE:  Driving your vehicle ensures that all parts of the vehicle get warmed up properly.

5. If you are stopping your car for more than ________________, it makes sense to turn off the ignition instead of idling to save fuel and protect your engine.  


A.  10 seconds


B.  30 seconds


C.  10 minutes


D.  30 minutes


A.  10 seconds:  More than 10 seconds of idling uses more fuel than turning off and 
restarting your engine in most cars.  Also, studies show that restarting your car engine has 
little impact on the car’s components.  

6. Reducing idling by 10 minutes a day adds up to how much savings in fuel for a whole year?


A.  $30.00


B.  $60.00


C.  $120.00


D.  $180.00


D.  $180.00:  Not only is idling wasteful and bad for our environment, but it is also extremely 
expensive.  Imagine how much your school could save if all of its vehicles stopped idling!

7. Which of the following is a common reason people idle their cars?  (You can choose more than one answer.)



A.  Warming up a vehicle


B.  Sitting in the drive-through lane of a fast food restaurant


C.  Stopping to talk to a friend


D.  Waiting for someone


All of the above:  All four answers are reasons people idle, and they can all be avoided.

8. TRUE  or  FALSE:  A poorly tuned engine uses up to 15 percent more energy while idling than a well-tuned vehicle.


TRUE:  Whether you are driving a vehicle down the road or letting it idle in your driveway, 
a poorly tuned engine will consume more fuel than one you properly maintain.  

9. By reducing your vehicle idling by 10 minutes a day, you prevent how many pounds of pollution from being emitted from your car into the air?


A.  ½ pound


B.  10 pounds


C.  25 pounds


D.  50 pounds


C.  50 pounds:  Carbon dioxide, one of the most important greenhouse gases, carbon 
monoxide, fine particulate matter, and other toxic air pollutants are released when your engine 
runs.  By idling 10 minutes less every day, your car releases much less pollution into the air.  Just 
think how much less air pollution there would be if no one at your school idled!

10. What percent of the smog in Indianapolis is created by vehicles?


A.  5%


B.  25%


C.  50%


D.  75%


C.  50%:  Because vehicles cause smog, an ugly and unhealthy type of air pollution, it is 
extremely important that we use our vehicles as efficiently as possible.  

