
A Model Healthy Homes Code 
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About this document:  

Language for the Model Code is drawn from a variety of jurisdictions and other sources and includes a range of provisions.  Where possible, this document provides references to the language taken from existing regulations or regulations under development.  In some cases, we suggest language developed by Improving Kids’ Environment (IKE) or the National Center for Healthy Housing (NCHH).

 (
Acronyms 
and sites 
used in this document:
APHA = American Public Health Association 
Healthful Housing Principles
http://www.ajph.org/cgi/reprint/28/3/351
CFR = Code of Federal Regulations
http://www.slocleanair.org/business/pdf/40cfr61m.pdf
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_01/24cfr35_01.html
http://cfr.vlex.com/
vid
/35-hazard-reduction-19925339
City of Kokomo Rental Housing Ordinance
http://www.cityofkokomo.org/egov/docs/1152718541_601898.pdf
HUD HQ
S
 = HUD Housing Quality Standards
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/get-cfr.cgi?TITLE=24&PART=982&
SECTION
=401&YEAR=2000&YEAR=2000&TYPE=PDF
 
IAC = Indiana Administrative Code
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T03260/A00230.PDF
IC = Indiana Code
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title16/ar18/ch2.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title16/ar20/ch1.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title32/ar31/ch8.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title16/ar41/ch20.html
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title16/ar41/ch39.4.html
I
PM
C = International Property Maintenance Code
http://www.claremorecity.com/DocumentView.aspx?DID=338
MCHD = 
Code of the Health and Hospital Corporation of Marion County 
http://www.hhcorp.org/HHcode_pdf/10.pdf
NCHH = National Center for Healthy Housing
http://www.nchh.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=4Khog6YkswE%3d&tabid=236
UR
LT
A 
= Uniform Residential Tenant 
And
 Landlord Act
http://www.law.upenn.edu/bll/archives/ulc/fnact99/1970s/urlta72.htm
NCHH = 
National
 
Center
 for Healthy Housing
)
















	

 
References


Section 1:  General provisions

1.1.  Purpose.  

1.2.  Applicability.  


Section 2:  Lead-safe environment in pre-1978 properties

Agencies may also consult Lead-Based Paint: The Law in Indiana (2006) for additional background on lead poisoning and more detailed explanation of the federal and state laws and regulations that apply.  That comprehensive manual is available from the Indiana State Department of Health Lead and Healthy Housing Program or IKE.  www.ikecoalition.org.

2-1.  General. Reference: Municipal Code of Chicago, Chapter 7-4-0303
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/webportal/COCWebPortal/COC_ATTACH/LeadOrdinance_revDec06.pdf

2-2.  New Paint.  Reference: MCHD § 10-309

2-3.  Plumbing. Reference: IPMC § 404.1; MCHD § 10-405 (draft 8-06)

2-4.  Building Components. Reference:  IPMC § 305.3

2-5.  Interior Surfaces. Reference: IPMC § 305.3 

2-6. Yards and Play Areas.  Reference: IKE 

2-7.  Accessory Structures, Fences and Porches.  Reference: MCHD Secs.10-108 –
       10-109; IKE; NCHH

2-8.  Disturbance of Paint.  Reference:  IKE; NCHH 2009 Proposed Change to IPMC 
        New Section § 502.1.1

2-9.  Disclosure Requirement.  Reference:  24 CFR 35. Subpart A; 40 CFR Part
        745. Subpart F 

2-11. Violation of State Law Constitutes Violation of Local Code.  Reference:  24 CFR 35.88



Section 3:  Safe and sanitary water supply.  

3-1. Water Supply.  Reference: 327 IAC 8-2-1.


Section 4:  Safe and sanitary public or private sewer system

4-1.  Sewage Disposal.  Reference: IPMC § 506.1.

4-2.  Septic System.  Reference:  410 IAC 6-8.1


Section 5:  Sanitation, rubbish and garbage
5-1.  General.  Reference: IPMC § 307.1.

5-2.  Rubbish and Garbage.  Reference: IPMC § 302.1; IC 32-31-7-5

5-3.  Disposal of Rubbish and Garbage.  Reference: IPMC § 307.2


Section 6:  Pest elimination

6-1.  General.  Reference: IPMC § 302.5; MCHD § 10-707-709

6-2.  Pest Elimination. Reference:  IPMC § 302.5; IPMC § 308.1

6-3.  Screen Standard. Reference: IPMC § 304.14

6-4.  Basement Windows. Reference: IPMC § 304.17

6-5.  Insect Screens in Food Preparation Areas.  Reference: IPMC § 304.14  


Section 7:  Fire hazards 

7-1.  Safe Fixtures and Wiring.  Reference: CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (f)(1)

7-2.  Smoke Detectors. Reference:  IPMC § 704.2.3; CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (n)(1) 


Section 8:  Electrical requirements

8-1.  General.  Reference: IPMC § 603.1

8-2.  Electrical Outlets. Reference: CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (f)(1)
8-3. Overhead or Wall-Mounted Lighting Fixture.  Reference:  CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (f)(2)(iii); IPMC § 605.2 

8-4.  Kitchen.  Reference: IPMC § 605.3; CFR Title 24 CFR § 982.401 (c)(2)(ii); 
IPMC § 605.3


Section 9:  Working and safe heating sources

9-1.  General. Reference: CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (e)(2)(i)

9-2.  Unvented Heaters. Reference: CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (e)(ii)

9-3.a. Temperature. Reference: IPMC § 602.2

9-3.b.  Temperature. Reference: IMPC § 602.5; MCHD §10-601

9-4.  Cooking Appliances. Reference: NCHH 2009 Proposed Change to IPMC § 505.4
        602.2; IPMC § 603.2


Section 10:  Working and safe hot water heater

10-1.  General. Reference: IPMC § 505.4; URLTA II(h)(2)(iii); NCHH 2009 
             Recommended New Section IEBC § 710.2

10-2.  Facilities  Reference: IPMC § 505.4; IPMC § 505.4

10-3.  Water Temperature:  Reference: URLTA § 2.104 (a)(6); IPMC § 505.4

10-4.  Pressure Relief Valve.  Reference:  NCHH 2009 Recommended New Section 
          710.2; IPMC § 505.4 

10-5. Location. Reference: IPMC § 505.4


Section 11:  Illumination

11-1.  General. Reference: CFR Title 24 § 982.401  (f)(1)

11-2.  Overhead or Wall-Mounted Lighting Fixture. Reference:  IPMC 605.4; CFR Title 24 § 982,301 (f)(2); MCHD § 10-505(g)

11-3.  Common Areas. Reference: IPMC § 301.2; IPMC § 401.2; IPMC § 402.2


Section 12:  Ventilation

12-1.a.  General.  Reference: IPMC § 304.13; IPMC § 403.2

12-1.b  General.  Reference: MCHD § 10-501  


Section 13:  Air quality free from harmful contaminants 

13-1.  General. Reference:  CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (h)(1) 

13-2.  Asbestos. Reference: IKE

13-3.  CCA-Treated Wood.  Reference:  IKE

13-4.  Radon.    Reference:  EPA recommendation

13-5.  Combustion Products. Reference: IPMC § 603.2

13-6.  Carbon Monoxide Alarm. Reference: NCHH 2009 Recommended New IPMC 
          § 705.1 


Section 14:  Dwelling free from moisture and water damage

14-1.  General. Reference: IKE

14-2.  Bathroom Exhaust. Reference:  IPMC § 403.1; IPMC § 403.2  

14-3.  Clothes Dryer. Reference:  IPMC § 403.5

14-4.  Prevention of Water Damage.  Reference: MCHD § 10-703.

a. Exterior Wood Surfaces. Reference: IPMC § 304.2 
b. Storm Water. Reference:  IPMC § 304.7; MCHD § 10-705

14-5.  Standing Water.  Reference: MCHD § 10-706

14-6.  Repair of Water-Damaged Materials.  Reference: NCHH 2009 Proposed Change 
          to IPMC § 305.3

14-7.  Drainage.  Reference:  IPMC § 302.2



Section 15:  Protection from fall and injury hazards

15-1.  Dangerous Defects. Reference: CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (g)(2)(i); CFR Title 24 § 982.401 (g)(2)(iv)

15-2. Window Locks.  Reference: APHA Protection Against Accidents (Principle #15) 

15-3. Stairway Construction.  Reference: IPMC § 304.13

15-4. Stair Handrails.  Reference: IPMC § 306.1

15-5. Exterior Handrail.  Reference: IPMC § 306.1


Section 16:   Safe egress

16-1.  General.  Reference: Title 24 § 982.401 (k)


Section 17:  Food safety

17-1.  Food Preparation Areas.  Reference: IPMC § 404.7; CFR Title 24 (c)(i)


Section 18:  Bathroom facilities 

18-1.  Toilet.  Reference:  Title 24 § 982.401 (b)(2); MCHD Article 4 § 10-402

18-2.  Lavatory.  Reference: Title 24 § 982.401 (b)(1); MCHD Article 4 § 10-403

18-3.  Flooring.  Reference:  IPMC § 504.1; IPMC § 503.4


Section 19:  Enforcement and remedies

19-1. This language will be very specific to each jurisdiction.


Section 20:  Penalties

20-1. This language will be very specific to each jurisdiction


Section 21:  Emergency measures

21-1. http://www.ikecoalition.org/Lead/Model_Housing_Code_Provisions_May2007.pdf
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