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First Year’s Accomplishments (2007)
· Conducted an environmental audit of church-owned property (including electrical/gas usage, storm windows/energy efficiency, lighting, thermostats, fish fry waste, purchasing, recycling/waste disposal)
· Conducted a congregational survey on members’ environmental practices

· Held an Earth Day Sunday celebration service

· Began offering paper recycling in the parking lot

· Reduced the impact of the annual fish fry on the environment 

· Identified action items from the environmental audit that could improve energy efficiency and environmental stewardship

· Prepared Echo magazine and Sunday bulletin articles to educate the congregation on stewardship practices

· Offered reusable cloth shopping bags to members with the Epworth logo

· Held a children’s art show with an environmental theme
Second Year’s Accomplishments (2008)
· Incorporated environmental and simple living messages into the Lenten fitness program
· Co-hosted, with the Sierra Club, an environmental movie series for the community
· Prepared an “simple living” reading list for Sunday School groups
· Hosted a speaker from Bloomington, Indiana, on simple living 

· Hosted a fashion show for the November 2008 Spirit & Place Festival, featuring clothing from second-hand stores

· Earth Day celebration service

· Former associate pastor preached one Sunday on global warming as a moral issue

· Installed insulation and other energy saving measures in Dover House, cutting winter heating bills in half

· Hosted a community meeting on the Northeast corridor commuter train proposal

· Began recycling bottles and cans inside the church

· Our efforts were recognized, along with others, by the Hoosier Chapter of the Sierra Club. Article in Indiana Living Green magazine also drew attention to green ministries programs at Epworth and other churches. 
Third Year Accomplishments (2009)

· Jo Ellen Meyers-Sharp, editor of Indiana Living Green magazine and Indianapolis Star gardening writer, spoke in the spring about growing vegetables among your flowers.

· Hosted our first Hoosier Farm and Garden Dinner, a pitch-in dinner open to the community featuring food grown in Indiana. The mean included sustainable Indiana chicken, homemade ice cream, tomato juice canning demonstrations and dozens of dishes with fresh, local food. About 100 people attended.
· Participated in WALBICUS to Worship Weekend on Sept. 27 (Walk, Bike, Carpool or Bus).

· Continued to host movie series with Sierra Club (four films in spring and four in fall). Topics included sustainable food, water infrastructure, mountaintop removal coal mining, coal-fired power plants, and plastics.
· In November, our movie “Whalesongs” will be accompanied by a performance of the Indianapolis Young Bassists Ensemble, a group of student bassists conducted by Robert Goodlet of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra.

· Began publishing “Green and Thrifty” tips in weekly bulletin, featuring ideas for saving money and protecting the environment at the same time

· Conducted professional energy efficiency audits of parsonage and Dover House, a residential property used for church meeting space

· Plan to participate in the 350.org International Day of Action on Climate Change
· On Sunday, Nov. 29, Dr. Gabriel Filipelli of IUPUI, a member of the International Panel on Global Climate Change, will speak about the issue of climate change. 

· Helped organize, with others, a statewide meeting of United Methodists on the global issues of climate change, violence and poverty. This fell under an initiative begun by the United Methodist bishops, who are expected to issue a letter next year on the church’s response to these issues.

· Helped write and gather more than 80 signatures for a statewide clergy letter to Sens. Richard Lugar and Evan Bayh on the moral issue of addressing climate change.

