






DATE:  9/21/08
CHARTER: UUI Environmental Sustainability

NUMBER: 
TO: UUI Environmental Sustainability Committee
FROM: UUI Board
PURPOSES:   
1)  To increase environmental stewardship in church operations; 

2)  To encourage and assist church members and the neighboring community to do the same; and 
3)  To educate church members, friends and neighborhoods about environmental justice and sustainability issues, consistent with UUI’s membership in the Earth Charter.

PRODUCT/EXPECTED RESULTS: 
· Reduced material wastes generated 
· More materials recycled
· Increased use of environmentally friendly supplies
· Educational/communication events about environmental stewardship and sustainability
· Standard processes for carrying out this work 
· A notebook describing committee operations that will insure institutional memory

· Participation in activities to promote environmental justice in our local and the wider community

AUTHORITIES:
· Use facilities,

· Approach and seek help from any church group or individual, 

· Use all church communication vehicles, 

· Use office and janitorial support as available, 

· Contact neighborhood individuals and organizations 

· Seek grants but inform board of plan

LIMITATIONS, BOUNDARIES, or CONSTRAINTS 

· Do not conduct yourselves or your business in an unlawful, imprudent, or unethical manner.

· Do not make decisions in disagreement with our church mission and vision.

· Committee members shall not serve more than three years in succession and shall be replaced on a rotational basis.

· Do not harm our reputation with the neighborhood.

· Don’t fail to coordinate activities with other committees and functions of the church.

MONITORING:

· An annual report to the board and congregation summarizing activity and metrics quantifying progress (or not) in appropriate categories of environmental impact (e.g. electricity use, number of bicycle trips to church)  for the fiscal year
· Consult with the board whenever the terms of this charter are violated or whenever there is a need for guidance
