FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC – ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY AND ACTION
Nancy Dickinson – Chair of “Green Team”
Began when pastor called a meeting of few persons he thought interested.


Got us going, but pretty much on our own ever since.

Decided to be “Green Team”
Meet almost monthly to plan events and publicity.

1)  “An Inconvenient Truth” 
2)  Several other programs on Sunday morning relating to creation care:


Biblical basis for stewardship of the environment


Purchasing organic food and food grown and produced closer to home


Results of melting of the ice caps and rising of the oceans for countries around the 

world – from perspective of a Dutchman


John Gibson of Earth Charter came

Showed “God’s Creation and Global Warming”

3)  Four of us attended the Spirit and Place program here at UUI a year ago
4)  Monthly articles on “green” issues in our church newsletter:

“Eight Tips for Improved Gas Mileage” 


Self-inventory of “green action”


Advertised “Citizens for Sustainable Indianapolis”

Merits of CFL’s


Advertised UUI’s film series


Recycling information


5)  Children had a money-raiser for “saving the rainforest” (through Global Gifts)

6)  Church buys fair trade products and uses china mugs and dishes whenever 
possible.  We also use recycled paper in the office.
7)  We have held two “simple lifestyle” series on weeknights in the past 2-5 years.

One used “Simple Living, Compassionate Life” by Henri Nouwen , Richard 
Foster and others.

8)  A few of our families have bought hybrid cars and are extolling their efficiency.
9)  Church audit begun – on hold pending further help
10)  Arranged to have an Aribiti Paper bin in our parking lot.  In addition, we have been 
collecting cans, glass, plastics and aluminum for a couple of years.

11)  “Whose Birthday Is It Anyway” table – simplifying Christmas

12)  Shared information on buying green power from IPALCO and DUKE

13)  Co-sponsored two Spirit & Place events on environment, doing major planning for 

one of them.  
Future:

1)  Re-write and amplify mission statement

2)  Collect self-inventories to see where more information is needed

3)  Focus on individual recycling, in addition to church recycling
4)  Compile and share bibliography
5)  Host a “Low Carbon Diet” series

6)  Show documentary “Troubled Waters”


Available from United Church of Christ web site.  This documentary was made 
for ABC national television, but they refused to show it in Indiana.
7)  Look at how to purchase closer to home:  “200-mile diet”
8)  Resume church energy audit
9)  Get information on how to do home audits
