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• Contributes to cancer, heart disease, 
neurological damage, birth defects, 
asthma attacks and premature death. 
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• Mercury affects the developing 
nervous system of fetuses and small 
children, causing damage to cognitive 
thinking, memory, attention and 
language -- meaning life-long loss of 
intelligence 
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• Asthma is the third leading cause of 
hospitalization in Indiana among 
children under the age of 17 years. 
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In Indiana…In Indiana…

• There were more than 31,000 
emergency department visits related 
to asthma in 2009 – an increase of 
nearly 3,000 (9.8%) from 2008. 
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