Martindale Brightwood Environmental Justice Collaborative

13-Point Environmental Justice Declaration
September 23, 2010
Whereas, the Martindale Brightwood neighborhood is a 93 percent African American neighborhood bounded by 30th Street on the north, Sherman Drive on the east, Massachusetts Avenue and 21st Street on the south, and the Monon Trail on the west.
Whereas, according to the Marion County Health Department, the Martindale Brightwood neighborhood – when compared to Marion County as a whole – has higher rates of lead poisoning in children and higher rates of hospitalization for diabetes, asthma, bronchitis and other respiratory diseases; and

Whereas, the 2009 Martindale Brightwood Neighborhood Plan found that 31 percent of the residential structures in the neighborhood, or 1,048 homes, need some level of reinvestment or repair; and

Whereas, 46 percent of commercial properties and 30 percent of residential properties in Martindale Brightwood are vacant or abandoned, and recent studies by IUPUI students show that these properties are often characterized by code violations, such as broken windows and doors, large rubbish and other signs of disrepair;  and
Whereas, Martindale Brightwood represents less than 1 percent of the land area in Marion County, yet accounts for 12-13 percent of all illegal dumping service requests for the county; and
Whereas, those convicted of illegal dumping, on the rare occasions when they are caught, face a maximum penalty of a $2,500 fine for their violations; and

Whereas, benzene and other air toxins have been found in Martindale Brightwood at unhealthy levels above the EPA cancer benchmark; and

Whereas, the outdoor air in the neighborhood likely won't meet new federal fine particulate air pollution standards designed to protect public health; and

Whereas, eight to nine percent of blood tests of children conducted in our neighborhood show elevated blood-lead levels, which can lower a child's attention span, IQ, and reading scores; and

Whereas, the Martindale Brightwood neighborhood has 58 commercial or industrial properties that are abandoned or underutilized and 84 additional sites are a concern; and
Whereas, the Martindale Brightwood Environmental Justice Collaborative was formed to reduce these high-priority environmental threats to residents’ health and welfare; 

Therefore, we – the people who live, work and worship in the Martindale Brightwood neighborhood – do hereby adopt this 13-Point Environmental Justice Declaration calling for the following government actions to correct environmental injustice in our neighborhood:

1. The City of Indianapolis and Marion County Health Department must take stronger action to correct chronic code violations and take enforcement action – including demolition – against problem residential and commercial properties that have become a haven for drug dealers, wild or stray animals, and other dangers.
2. The City of Indianapolis and the Marion County Health Department must repair the broken process for preventing illegal dumping, responding to dumping complaints and enforcing against dumpers.

3. The City of Indianapolis should re-instate funding for code enforcement officers to enforce illegal dumping and other environmental crimes.

4. The City-County Council should consolidate illegal dumping ordinances in one section of City Code to aid both police officers in the field and code enforcement staff.

5. The City-County Council must also pass stronger ordinances against illegal dumping, including:  
a) confiscating vehicles used in illegal dumping activities, 
b) offering a reward of 50 percent of the collected fine for an affidavit leading to conviction, 
c) requiring convicted illegal dumpers to run a full-page ad in the newspaper apologizing for their actions, 
d) terminating city contracts with construction firms that fail to use licensed waste haulers, and 
e) requiring the perpetrator to pay three times the cost of cleanup, perform 200 hours of community service, face jail time up to six months and pay fines up to $2,500 for the first violation and up to $7,500 for subsequent violations.

6. Marion County prosecutors must seek stronger penalties for illegal dumping and judges must levy stronger sentences for those convicted of illegal dumping;
7. The City should increase the availability of dumpsters or heavy trash pickup days so residents can safely and legally dispose of unwanted items;

8. The City should deploy barriers on dead-end streets and alleys that are a haven for late-night illegal dumpers and place fences or barriers on abandoned properties that are dangerous and attract dumping activities.

9. The City-County Council should pass an ordinance requiring that all rental properties be registered and all rental property owners certify through a licensed lead risk assessor that their pre-1978 housing units are lead-safe.

10. The City of Indianapolis Department of Public Works should synchronize traffic lights along Keystone Avenue and other major thoroughfares in Martindale Brightwood to reduce vehicle idling at stoplights in the neighborhood.

11. The Indiana Department of Environmental Management should inspect all businesses with air pollution permits in the Martindale Brightwood neighborhood to determine their compliance with the Clean Air Act, and take enforcement action against those who are polluting our air and endangering our health.   

12. State government should re-study the need for sound barriers along Interstate 70 to reduce noise in the Martindale Brightwood neighborhood.

13. The City of Indianapolis should resume regular street sweeping outside the mile-square downtown area, including the Martindale Brightwood neighborhood.

Signed, this 23rd day of September, 2010, by the following people who cherish Martindale Brightwood as the place where we live, work or worship:
