
Martindale Brightwood             
Share the Vision Workshop     
ILLEGAL DUMPING REVISITED
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• IUPUI field research team identified illegal 
dump sites in portions of Martindale-
Brightwood.

• Study area: 
16th (south)
Hillside (east) 
25th St. (north) 
Central (west)

• Looked at 2,490 parcels; 
362 (14.5%) had illegal dumping.

2024 Alvord



Parcels with Illegal Dumping - 2008
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Alleys with Illegal Dumping

Streets0 1,300 2,600650 Feet
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26% of alleyways mapped had illegal dumping
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ZIP 46218 – Complaints 2008-09



2009 Illegal Dump Sites in Martindale Brightwood



2010 Illegal Dump Sites in Martindale-Brightwood
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Illegal Dumping Ordinance Updates:

1)State law has $2,500 cap on local 
ordinances for first offense ($7,500 for 
repeated offenses).

2)City reviewing 10 different ordinances 
related to illegal dumping/littering; not 
changed since 1975.

3)MBEJC has asked Councilors Nytes & 
Oliver to work on ordinance changes.



�
�	�����
����0>��
�
��	�

• Process improvements thus far:
– Referral process from Department of Public 

Works (DPW) to Department of Code 
Enforcement (DCE) improved when 
evidence is located on public property.

– DPW response time is 11 days from date 
illegal dumping is reported on public property 
to date trash removed by DPW (abatement).

– Coordination of ‘hot spots’ by DCE for 
regular surveillance and investigation.

– Refuse hauler sweep by DCE to ensure 
proper licensing.
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• Continued evaluation of process for abatement of trash 
on private property that is currently handled by the 
Marion County Health Department.  Working with MCHD 
to improve time for removal of trash on private property.

• Improve technology, communication, referral process, 
and coordination between agencies. 

• Evaluation and implementation of best practices in other 
cities.

• Prevention Project including outreach and education for 
proper disposal and reporting of illegal dumping on 
public property.

• Attend MBEJC meeting on April 28, 2011.
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• Ensure proper disposal of your trash.

– Do not have trash hauled by an 
unlicensed refuse hauler

– Request receipt for proper disposal of 
trash

– Take trash to citizens transfer station 
(2700 S. Belmont Ave.) on Saturdays

• Report illegal dumping to the Mayor’s Action 
Center at 327-4MAC (327-4622)
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• Current ordinance on books 
(IC 36-7-36-9) that requires owners of 
abandoned properties to secure property 
and clean up

• Compliance poor on many abandoned 
properties

• Pilot Study in 2010 erected rail fences on 
3 abandoned properties with illegal 
dumping history



Example of Rail Fence
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Illegal Dumping Next Steps:

1)City and County agencies working to 
overhaul illegal dumping program & 
procedures

2)DCE presenting their recommendations at 
our April meeting

3)MBEJC & IKE applying for Level 2 CARE 
grant to assist with education, outreach and 
advocacy
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Patrick Rohan, CHMM

IWM Consulting Group, LLC
Ph # 347-1111

Email: prohan@iwmconsult.com

Cheryl Carlson
Department of Code Enforcement

327-2281
Email: cheryl.carlson@indy.gov


