April 28, 2011

The Honorable Jackie Nytes

The Honorable William C. Oliver

241 City-County Building

200 E.Washington St.

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Re: Illegal Dumping Ordinance

Dear Councillors Nytes and Oliver,

The residents of Martindale-Brightwood have collected data on environmental justice issues affecting the health and well-being of our neighborhood. Among these issues is the pervasive problem of illegal dumping. According to IWM Consulting, Martindale-Brightwood represents less than 1 percent of the land area in Marion County, yet accounts for 12-13 percent of all illegal dumping service requests for the county.

Since last year, residents have been urging the city to combat illegal dumping in a more proactive and comprehensive way. Recently, the city has begun to enforce waste hauler licensing requirements. On March 31, the city and Marion County Public Health Department worked together to haul away 110 tons of trash from alleys and abandoned properties in Martindale-Brightwood and nearby areas. 

We appreciate these cleanup and enforcement efforts. However, we believe changes to city ordinance are needed to send a message to dumpers, whose illegal activities hurt property values, attract criminal elements and detract from efforts to rebuild and restore Martindale-Brightwood and many other Indianapolis neighborhoods. 
In a March 11, 2011, meeting, we asked Mayor Greg Ballard if he would support revisions to existing city ordinances. He directed us to work with the City-County Council. We request that you work with Department of Code Enforcement staff to develop an ordinance that would:

a) consolidate illegal dumping ordinances in one section of City Code,

b) allow the city to confiscate vehicles used in illegal dumping activities, 
c) offer a reward of 50 percent of the collected fine for an affidavit leading to conviction, 
d) require convicted illegal dumpers to run a full-page ad in the newspaper apologizing for their actions, 
e) require the city to terminate contracts with construction and demolition firms that fail to use licensed waste haulers, and 
f) require convicted illegal dumpers to pay three times the cost of cleanup, perform 200 hours of community service, and pay fines up to $2,500 for the first violation and up to $7,500 for subsequent violations.

Sincerely,

___________________________________
Signature

___________________________________
Printed name

___________________________________

Address

